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present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the
same as follows :
I. pbeliminaby.
Short         1. This Act may be cited as The British North America
Title>       Act, 1867.1
Provisions    2. The provisions of this Act referring to Her Majesty
t<ftheinS  toe Queen extend also to the heirs and successors of Her
Queen.     Majesty, Kings and Queens of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland.
II. union.
Deciara- 3, It shall be lawful for the Queen, by and with the
TJnicm. advice of Her Majesty's Most Honourable Privy Council, to
declare by Proclamation that on and after a day therein
appointed, not being more than six months after the passing
of this Act, the Provinces of Canada, Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick shall form and be one Dominion under the name
of Canada ; and on and after that day those three Provinces
shall form and be one Dominion under that name accord-
ingly,2
Construe-     4. The subsequent provisions of this Act shall, unless
subset    ** *s otherwise expressed or implied, commence and have
quentpro- effecfc on m& after the Union, that is to say on and after
visions of
Act.        the day appointed for the Union taking effect in the
Queen's Proclamation ; and in the same provisions, unless
it is otherwise expressed or implied, the name Canada
shall be taken to mean Canada as constituted under this Act.
5. Canada shall be divided into four Provinces, named
Tinces*     Ontario, Quebec^ Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick.
1 The British North America Act has been amended by 84 & 85 Viet.
ch.28, An Act respecting the Establishment of Provinces in the Dominion
of Canada, 1871 ; by 88 & 89 Viet. ch. 38, An Act to remove certain
doubts with respect to the powers of the Parliament of Canada under
section 18 of the British North America Act 1867, 1875 ; by 49 & 50 Viet.
ch. 35, An Act respecting the representation in the Parliament of Canada
of Territories which for the time being form part of the Dominion of
Canada, but are not included in any Province ; by 7 Edward VII, ch. 11,
which rearranged the annual subsidies to be paid to the Provincial
Government, and by 5 & 6 G. V, ch. 45, which altered the constitution of
the Senate and secured to each Province a number of members in the
House of Commons not less than the number of its senators.
1 The new Constitution came into force on July 1, 1867.

